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Dear St Luke’s family and friends,  
 
 
October 21st is when we have our annual Gift Day collection.  
 
We’re in an in-between moment in our community, having said goodbye to Dave and Pat and 
started down the path of finding the right person to join us in the next chapter. In the 
meantime, many people are volunteering extra time, talent and energy to ensure this remains  
a resonant and rewarding community. 
 
Gift Day is key to help us meet our annual running costs -  £12,000 per month -  and to fund  
all the small but vital improvements to our shared spaces as we adapt to the evolving shape of 
our life together.  
 
Some of these developments are more noticeable than others. In the last year or so we’ve 
created a new chapel and crèche area, as well as fitting out an office within the main church 
where Tina our parish administrator is based. With more and more people using the building, 
we’ve also installed a new security system, including CCTV. Tina, or anyone else in the office, 
now has a good sense of people arriving at church and using different spaces. 
 
A substantial share of our annual budget goes to the C of E 'common fund’. This is the  
amount collected from all churches and redistributed across the country to pay clergy, repair 
vicarages and sustain the national Church.  (We don’t get a pass on this during an 
interregnum…) For many years St Luke’s paid a fraction of the Common Fund and was 
subsidised by better off churches. Now we're able to meet our full quota and support churches 
in more challenging settings. 
 
However, every year we also try to have a particular focus for Gift Day contributions and this 
year we have two. Firstly, ahead of a new appointment, it’s time we gave the Vestry a complete 
makeover. Secondly we need to upgrade our sound system so that everyone can hear what’s 
going on, whatever the event. 
 
We’re holding off on more significant upgrades during our interregnum but these small 
developments will improve our common life under the roof of St Luke’s… and it’s our gifts this 
month that will help us pull them off. 
 
We are therefore asking you to contribute as generously as possible toward this in a  
one-off gift.  
 
Gift Day is also a good moment to reassess our regular giving to St Luke’s, and there are a 
number of ways in which you can respond to this year’s Gift Day appeal: 
 



• Create a standing order to the church, or increase your present standing order. (Even a  
small increase can make a significant difference over time). 
 
• Make a one-off gift in cash or by cheque or with a CAF cheque. If you pay income tax, 
please remember to sign a Gift Aid form if you haven’t done so before so that we can get 
the additional percentage from the Chancellor. 
 
• Pay directly into the church bank account. The details are: 
Account Name:   St Luke’s PCC 
Account Number:  16948653 
Sort Code:            60-11-14 
Please add the Reference;  “Gift Day 2018” 

 
You can make your gift on St Luke’s Gift Day, Sunday 21st October or put it in the collection on 
any other Sunday.  
 
You can do it by post, or direct through your bank. Whatever’s best for you.  (Mike, our Treasurer 
says: ‘If you’re making a payment directly into the account could you let me know with an email 
to treasurer@saintlukeschurch.org.uk. Thanks.’) 
 
We understand that times are tougher for some than others in the family of this church - if you 
can't make a gift or improve your giving at this time, no worries! 
 
Thank you for all your understanding, energy and commitment as we travel this slightly uncharted 
journey of vicar-less-ness together.  
 
With prayer and patience we’ll get there… and, of course, we enclose the necessary forms. 
 
 
Thanks 
 
Susie Holland, Church Warden 
Joy Hinson, PCC Lay Chair 
Dean Willars, Church Warden 
Rev Martin Wroe, Associate Vicar 

 


